
Welcome to our spring edition of the License Divisionôs newsletter.  

 

Spring goes by in the blink of an eye, and sooner than later summer will 

be here. While there are plenty of activities to enjoy in our City at this mo-

ment, this is also a great time to start thinking and planning your summer 

events.  

   

Are you considering being part of temporary events such as farmers mar-

ket, parades, night markets, festivals, or fairs? In this edition, we provide 

our Summer Tips to help you cut through the red tape to make sure your 

business is thriving by explaining scenarios and possible licenses and per-

mits you could need.  

 

Our Division is always striving to improve our processes and give the 

community the correct tools to succeed. We would love to hear your feed-

back on how we are doing. Email your thoughts to RedTapeRes-

cue@Milwaukee.gov, or take a minute to complete our online customer 

service survey. 
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PIVOT PROGRAM 

P A G E  2  N E W S L E T T E R   

Are you trying to start a new busi-

ness? Have you been struggling 

to make sense of regulations re-

lating to an existing business? 

Pivot Program can help you cut 

through the red tape and get your 

business operating successfully.  

 

If you have questions about get-

ting a license or permit, resolving 

a problem, and understanding 

rules and regulations, we can 

help you by bringing city and 

state departments together 

through a free 2-hour workshop. 

You will also have the opportunity 

to ask questions pertinent to the 

each department, all in one place. 

  

Register for a free Pivot Workshop 

at PivotMKE.eventbrite.com 

Upcoming Events 2023 
 
Session 2 
Monday, May 15  - 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Water Tower Building (3rd floor) - 

4001 S. 6th Street 

 

Session 3 
Monday, July 31 - 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Health Department Conference Room 

- 7630 W Mill Rd 

 

Session 4 
Monday, October 16ð2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Bay View Library Community Room - 

2566 S Kinnickinnic Av 

 

Attendance is voluntary and the 

program is completely free!  

Municipal Identification 

Not all licenses are obtained the same, 
but StartSmart is an online tool that would 
place you in the right path. It shows entre-
preneurs what city and state permits and 
licenses are needed to open a business in 
Milwaukee. The tool is supported by a 
Startup in a Day prize awarded by the 
U.S. Small Business Administration. 

 

Visit city.milwaukee.gov/StartSmart for in-
formation.  

City residents can now obtain a Municipal 

Identification card that bears their signature. 

This feature provides greater access to ser-

vices.  

Am I eligible? How do I apply? A list of ac-

ceptable documentation can be found on the 

application and at www.milwaukee.gov/ID  or 

visit our office located at 200 E Wells St, 

Room 105 Monday through Friday 8:15am ï 

4:30pm.  

city.milwaukee.gov/StartSmart


The City of Milwaukee has multiple departments in charge of different events, but some of 

them require approval from more than one department before they can be issued.  

The License Division itself handles four temporary event licenses. Those applications are tem-

porary food dealer, temporary change of plan, temporary public entertainment, and Class ñBò 

Special. Whatôs the difference? When do you need each one? 
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For example, if you are looking into closing the street next to your premise to host an event 

where your patrons can drink, and provide public entertainment such as bands and magic 

shows. You have an approved Tavern license, but not a Public Enter-

tainment license, then you will need a temporary change of plan li-

cense, a special event permit, and a temporary public entertainment 

license.  

The temporary change of plan permit will extend your current license to 

the street adjacent to your establishment permitting the consumption of 

alcohol legally; the special event permit will allow you to close the public 

right of way, and a temporary public entertainment license to host the bands and magic 

shows.  
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Another example is if you are helping the local church to organize a church festival, and want 

to sell beer, wine, and food.  

In order for a church ï or a non-profit organization - to be able to buy, 

sell, and serve alcohol (beer and/or wine) in its premise for an occa-

sional event, it needs to have an approved Class ñBò Special permit. If 

this event requires closing the street, sidewalk or other public right of 

way, then a Special event permit must be 

obtained. The food vendors will need to hold a temporary food 

dealer license for each booth operating in the event, unless they 

have a licensed food truck and its operation is contained within the 

truck (for example, no tables or chairs around the licensed unit).  
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Bartender vs Alcohol licenseé  

Can I sell alcohol with a bartender license, but without an alcohol li-

cense? 

The short answer is no, both licenses are intertwined.  

 A bartender license is a license that allows you ï the individual - to 

work at any licensed Class ñAò, ñBò or ñCò establishment within the City 

of Milwaukee, and travels with you from premise to premise throughout 

the Municipality.  

On the other hand, alcohol licenses ñAò ñBò or ñCò, allow the establishment to sell, store, and 

consume - only Class ñBò, or Class ñCò - on premises.  

However, while the bar or liquor store is operating, or a temporary event is happening; there 

must be at least one licensed bartender in the premise, and this person must be able to su-

pervise the operation at all times.   

If you are working or volunteering at a temporary event bartending, like a church festival 

(Class ñBò Special) but you donôt hold a bartender license, you could apply for a temporary 

bartenderôs license since this could be a better fit for you and the occasion.   

Temporary food dealer licenses are also used to sell food at festi-

vals, fundraisers, or farmers markets that is at a fixed location for not 

more than 14 consecutive days.  

Events that require the closure of the public right-of-way such as 

parades, run/walks, festivals, block parties, among others, will 

need to hold a Special event permit. Contact the Department of 

Public Works for additional information  at  https://

city.milwaukee.gov/dpw/AdministrativeServices/SpecialEvents or 

dpwspecialevents@milwaukee.gov.  
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